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SUBJECT:     "C01TTR0L  HOME  FIRES"  -  Information  from  the  U.  S.  Department  of 

Agriculture. 

Down  through  the  ages,  the  hearthstone  has  symbolized  the  cheering  warmth  of 
home.    During  the  last  war,  we  sang,  "Keep  the  Home  Fires  Burning."    Today,  men  and 
women,  all  over  the  world,  are  looking  forward  to  the  end  of  another  war.  To 
getting  back  to  their  own  firesides.    Yes,  the  cheering  warmth  of  a  fire  at  home 
means  a  great  deal  to  each  of  us. 

But  there's  a  tragic  side  to  the  fire  at  home  too.     It  occurs  when  the  fire 
gets  out  of  control. 

Last  year  about  10,000  persons  lost  their  lives  in  fire.    More  than  half  of 
these  victims  were  women  and  children.    Property  damage  amounted  to  about  a  million 
dollars  a  day.    Lost  in  fires  wore  enough  houses  to  shelter  the  population  of  a 
city  as  large  as  Los  Angeles.    A  population  of  1,600,000  people.     Somewhere  in  the 
United  States,  a  home  is  burned  every  minute  and  a  half  on  the  average.     Once  every 
50  minutes  some  person  is  burned  to  death. 

This  is  National  Fire  Prevention  Week.    The  President  of  the  United  States  has 
asked  all  of  us  to  devote  special  thought  and  effort  at  this  time  to  the  detection 
and  elimination  of  fire  hazards  within  our  control. 

We,  homenakers,  are  particularly  concerned  with  fire  prevention.  And 
fortunately  we're  in  position  to  do  something  about  controlling  fire  in  the  home. 
Safety  engineers  tell  us  that  fire  protection  is  largely  a  matter  of  good 
housekeeping. 

Safety  specialists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  list  8  principal 
causes  of  home  fires.    Maybe  this  list  sounds  familiar  to  you.    But  just  as  a 
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check  list,  let's  go  over  them.     Fires  that  destroy  the  homes  of  America  are 

usually  started  by  one  of  the  following:     smoking  and  matches;  defective  electrical 

wiring;  sparks  on  combustible  roofs;  defective  chimneys;  defective  heating 

equipment;  rubbish  and  spontaneous  ignition;  flammable  liquids  and  lightning. 

And  now,  let's  see  what  we  asgood  housekeepers  can  do  to  prevent  fire  from 

these  common  causes. 

First,  smoking  and  matches.     Well,  we  can  certainly  put  the  matches  in  a 

home 

container,  out  of  the  children's  reach.    And  we  can  conduct  our  own  little/campaigns 
to  see  that  the  children  don't  play  with  matches  and  that  the  grown-ups  are  careful 
with  their  cigar  and  cigarette  stubs,     We  can  say  "Thumbs  down"  on  smoking  in  bed. 
And  as  an  investment  in  safety,  we  can  keep  a  supply  of  ash  trays  around  the  house. 

And  speaking  of  an  investment  in  safety,  we  can  check  the  electric  cords. 
See  that  they  haven't  become  so  frayed  and  worn  that  the  wires  are  exposed.  There's 
danger  here  not  only  of  fire  but  also  electrical  shock.    We  save  things  these  days. 
Even  so,  that  "Make  It  Do"  slogan,  doesn't  apply  to  worn  out  electrical  equipment 
or  frayed  extension  cords. 

Since  gasoline  is  so  rare  and  precious  in  this  day  and  time,  perhaps  it  isn't 
necessary  to  remind  ourselves  that  gasoline  is  not  a  safe  cleaning  fluid.  Neither 
are  kerosene,  benzine  or  naphtha.    Even  in  careful  hands,  these  flammable  liquids 
are  dangerous.     If  we  must  do  our  own  clothes  cleaning  at  home,  let's  use  carbon 
tetrachloride  or  some  other  non-explosive  cleaning  fluid,  and  do  our  cleaning  out- 
of-doors. 

The  first  fire  of  Autumn  -  whether  it's  in  a  fireplace,  a  stove  or  a  furnace  - 
is  an  event  in  most  households.     It  may  be  a  catastrophe  if  the  chimney  or  flu 
hasn't  been  cleaned.     Safety  experts  tell  us  to  clean  the  chimneys,  flues  and 
smoke-pipes,  at  least  once  a  year. 

A  lot  of  home  fires  start  from  rubbish.     There  were  some  smoldering  embers 
in  that  wooden  basket  of  ashes.     Or  the  boys  failed  to  rake  the  leaves  up  and  put 
them  in  the  incinerator  before  they  started  the  fire.    Or  the  oily  rag  in  the 
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closet  under  the  stairs  caused  a  fire  through  spontaneous  ignition.     These  are 
the  fires  that  good  housekeeping  can  prevent.     It's  the  homemaker1 s  responsibility 
to  see  that  ashes  and  other  rubbish  are  placed  in  metal  containers.    Her's  to© 
the  job  to  see  that  trash  is  "burned  in  an  incinerator,  away  from  the  house.  And 
it's  up  to  her  to  see  that  oily  rags  are  kept  in  metal  cans  or  burned  with  the 
rabbi sh. 

One  out  of  every  75  homes  in  America  suffers  from  fire  each  year.     We  can't 
prevent  this  loss  by  passing  resolutions.     We  can't  prevent  it  by  doubling  the 
size  of  our  present  fire- fighting  equipment.     We  can  stop  fire  losses  in  only  one 
way.    That  is  by  each  of  us  doing'  the  job  ourselves,  individually.    By  carefulness 
in  the  way  we  handle  matches  and  cigarettes.    By  carefulness  in  the  way  we  dispose 
of  rubbish  and  ashes.    By  carefulness  in  the  use  of  electrical  equipment.  Yes, 
we  can  prevent  fires  by  carefulness  in  the  way  we  keep  house. 
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